RCA Task Force on Disabilities

To look more closely at disability issues on behalf of the churches and congregations of the Reformed
Church in America, a committee on Disabilities met for the first time in May, 2003. It began by
establishing the following Mission Statement and Core Values:

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the RCA's Committee on Disabilities is to encourage congregations to embrace, include,
and value all persons with disabilities together with their families.

CORE VALUES

« Every person is created by God in God's image, has been given gifts, and the capacity to create,
redeem, and sanctify?and further, all people need support and redemption. Genesis 1-3.

+ The church is Christ's body on earth and each person is here by intention and necessary to the
whole body of which Christ is the head. 1 Corinthians 12.

» All God's people are called to be instruments of God's grace, justice, and mercy in our families,
churches, and communities. Isaiah 1:17.

o The Church is called to welcome the stranger. Hebrews 13:2.

CURRENT MEMBERSHIP

Louise Shumaker,Chair Person
East 12th Street

Hope College

Holiand, MI 49423
shumakerl@hope.edu

Office Phone: (616) 395-7805

Emily Blanw

Rev. Judith Broeker
Martie Buliman
Rev. Randy Smit
David VanNingen

To contact the committee:

By mail: Committee on Disabilities c/o Kirsty DePree
Reformed Church in America
4500 60th Street SE Grand Rapids, M1 49512
By email: kdepree@rca.org

By phone: 800-968-3943

The RCA Committee on Disabilities has been funded through the generous support of the Classis of the
Greater Palisades.





