The Synod of the Heartland, RCA, overtures General Synod to adopt the following formula for the organization of new churches and the schedule of their assessments as follows: A classis shall plan to organize a worshipping congregation as a church (BCO, Chapter 1, Part II, Article 7, Section 11) within four years of the start of its public ministry. The classis shall be required to pay assessments based on a formula where newly organized churches will pay 20% of the full assessment amount the first year of organization, 40% in its second year, 60% in its third year, 80% in its fourth year and 100% in its fifth and subsequent years, and further, 



that the General Synod encourage regional synods and classes to apply the same formula when they calculate the assessments to support ministries of those assemblies.



Reasons:

1) The cost of paying full assessments is causing some new churches to hold off on becoming organized congregations.

2) A graduated scale of assessments will allow new churches to have a stronger cash flow base in their early years

3) New churches will organize more quickly and feel more connected to the Reformed Church in America.

4) All levels of the RCA would receive assessments more quickly.

5) Increased membership from newly organized churches will more accurately reflect Kingdom growth happening in the RCA.

6) Any new church can decide to exceed these guidelines. 
