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Last night a storm rolled through.  A storm is an interesting force of nature.  The winds blew hard, the thunder rolled shaking the windows, the lightning flashed giving an eerie sense of momentary daylight, and the rains fell.  Storms are caused by two different masses of air coming into contact with one another causing a disruption in the border or front between them.  Storms can be devastating and destructive, but storms can also be helpful and life giving.  In the midst of it all though is a turbulent place where the two worlds collide.

It’s no wonder that the Gospel and Our Culture Network produced a book entitled, “ StormFront The Good News of God”, which discusses the place of the church between the Kingdom of God and our world.  When these two different masses come together there is a storm front that exists between the Kingdom of God and the world.  It is in the midst of that storm front that the church carries out the mission of Christ as it has its home in the Kingdom of Christ while being resident aliens in the world.  The world pushes and pulls the church in one direction while the mission of Christ calls in another.  The big challenge is that “On the one hand, the market orientation of our culture pushes us toward thinking about our own identities primarily as consumers with needs to be met, rather than as gifted participants in God’s gracious action in the world.  On the other hand, the secular, scientific, rationalistic, and technological character of our society pulls us away from the talk about God and directs our attention instead to our own more accessible experience” (p.37).   So when we hear the good news of the gospel, of the Kingdom of God, we quickly see this as a means of having one’s needs met or relating to my life experiences rather than seeing this as a gracious gift of God, which calls for our acceptance and obligation to allegiance to God and to God’s people.  For example, when we talk about the Kingdom of God the church today likes to begin to talk about what they are doing to build the Kingdom of God.  This is a product of our culture not the New Testament.  Nowhere in the New Testament will you find it said that the church builds the Kingdom.  The church enters, receives, and inherits the Kingdom because the Kingdom is not established by human efforts, it is established by God.  Reggie McNeal gets at this with changing the scorecard trying to challenge the church to move from internal focus to external, from program development to people development, from church based thinking to Kingdom-based thinking.

When reviewing our mission and vision for the Regional Synod of the Heartland and the work being done throughout the synod, there is reason for being cautiously excited.  Excited about all the activity happening with pastoral networks, coaching relationships, and training of people for ministry.  This is part of the changing the scorecard to looking at kingdom thinking.  Excited about churches gaining this new vision and using tools like NCD and CRM to refocus and cast new vision of what God is doing and how they can be a part of that work of the Holy Spirit.  Excited about leadership development that has a Kingdom vision of people using their gifts to live graciously and gratefully in allegiance to Jesus Christ.  Excited about the focus on breaking down racial and any other barriers that inhibit the diversity of the Body of Christ.  Hopeful that ministry with our Hispanic brothers and sisters can become a model of moving forward, along with the adoption of the Belhar Confession, toward the Our Call’s vision of a multicultural future.

However, while excited about moving forward we must not think it is done without influence of the world in which we live out ministry for we remain in the midst of the storm front.  Caution that new methodologies do not become just new programs to make us feel like we are accomplishing so much for the Kingdom.  It is so easy for the push and the pull of the world to remain a part of our thinking and living.  The new scorecard isn’t about keeping score at all; it is about living into a community.  It is about a community that is bigger than one person, one church, one classis, one regional synod, one denomination, and so on.  It is not about big church, small church, contemporary church, traditional church, emerging church, or the many ways we seek to define and separate ourselves but by the calling that we share to faith in Jesus Christ.  It is a community that yields the fruit of the Spirit and exemplifies the covenant community by enjoying the blessings of the Beatitudes.

